LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'’S OFFICE
MEDIA RELATIONS DIVISION

JACKIE LACEY e District Attorney JEAN GUCCIONE e Director
SHARON J. MATSUMOTO e Chief Deputy District Attorney

CONTACT:

Shiara Davila-Morales, Chief
Media Relations Division
213-974-3525

Sept. 30, 2013

Mother’s Boyfriend Charged in Toddler’s Death

A Palmdale man accused of fatally beating his girlfriend’ s 2-year-old daughter is expected to be
arraigned this afternoon, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’ s Office announced.

Deputy District Attorney Alisanne Scolnik of the Antelope Valley Branch said Matthew Albert
Worthen, 23 (dob 1/4/90), is charged with one count each of murder and assault on a child
causing death.

The defendant, charged in case MA060933, is expected to appear in Department 1 of the Los
Angeles County Superior Court, Antelope Valley Branch. Prosecutors have recommended the
defendant’ s bail be set at more than $1 million.

Worthen allegedly assaulted the girl, identified in the complaint as Zanai N., on Sept. 22, while
thetoddler was|eft in his care.

When the child’s mother returned home, the girl appeared to be having difficulty breathing and
was taken to alocal hospital where she died, prosecutors said.

If convicted as charged, Worthen faces a maximum sentence of lifein state prison. The case
remains under investigation by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department.
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About the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office

Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial officein
the nation. Her staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members
is dedicated to seeking justice for victims of crime and enhancing public safety. Annually, the
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office prosecutes more than 60,000 felonies and
140,000 misdemeanor crimes.
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